Syllabus: Linguistics V61.0002: Introduction to Linguistics

September 5, 2006

Lecture Lecturer
T/R 11:.00-12:15p.m., Meyer 102 Maria Gouskova
Course Website* maria.gouskova®nyu.edu
http://home.nyu.edu (click on G\cadamicsO) 719 Broadway, 4th Floor, room 419
Or http://classes.nyu.edu Olce hours: T 12:301:30 and by appointment
Recitations Teading Assigants**
M 4:55p.m.-6:10p.m. Tisch LC3 Chyan-An (Arthur) Wang cawang@nyu.edu
R 3:30 p.m.-4:45 p.m. Silver 403 Wing Mei (Amy) Wong amywong@nyu . edu

* This syllabus is available on the course’s BlackBoard site. Check the site often for announcements and
course materials.

** The TAs will provide office hours and office locations in recitation and on BlackBoard.

Course description.  This course will introduce the core disciplines of linguistics, the sdentibc study
of language: phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax and senantics. We will spend sometime early on
discusdng foundational questions about the nature of language and its relation to the mind and the world.
The coursedevelops and strengthens skills in logical reasoning and problem solving, which are invaluable in
any beld. Whenever possible,data for problemswill be chosenparti cularly from languages that the enrolled
studerts are studying. At the end of the semester, a Gun topicOwill be selected by the majority vote of
the class. Note : This courseis not intended for linguistics majors and does not satisfy the freely chosen
courserequiremert. It can satisfy the introductory courserequirement of the linguistics major only with the
permisgon of the Director of Undergraduate Studies.*

Pr erequisites : None; this courseassumes no prior knowledge of linguistics, and donOworry if you are
not a native speaker of English.

Readings: (i) An Introduction to Language. Fromkin, Rodman, and Hyams, eds Heinle/ Thomson,
8th editi on, 2006 Available at the NYU bookstore and online (Amazon: $81). (ii) Assorted articles and
handouts, posted in PDF format on BlackBoard.

Steven PinkerO$ook OThelLanguage InstinctOis highly recommerded if you want to get an ertertaining
and engaging introducti on to linguistics. The book is widely available used in paperback. We will not assign
any readings from it; this is entir ely optional.

Wor klo ad and grade cal cula tion:

10% Participation. Half of the participation gradeis equivalent to attendance. At the beginning of every
lecture and recitati on, all students will sign their initial s on the attendance shed. The att endance sheet will

1Maria happens to be the Linguistics DUGS.
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beremoved after the brst 10 minutes of class. You may miss4 lectures and 2 recitations without penalty. We
will start taking attendance on Tuesday 9/19 (after Add/ Drop is over). The other half of the participatio n
grade is basedon your participatio n in redtati ons.

30% Homework. There will be a small homework assignmert due almost every week. All homework
must be word-processal; handwritten assignments will not be acceped or graded. Unless otherwise noted,
the size limit for homework is one side of one page. Homework assgnments will usually come from your
textb ook, but sometimes they will be posted on BlackBoard at least a weekbeforethey are due. Homework
is to be turned in on the due date at the beginning of lecture (=no later than the brst 10 minutes of class).
YOU MUST TURN IN YOUR HOMEWORK IN PERSON TO YOUR TA. Early submissions are welcome;
LATE SUBMISSIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. You will get your homework badk in recitation. The
two lowest homework gradeswill be dropped.

30% Midterm. Testsare in-class open notes short answer/t rue or false/multiple choice. There will be a
detailed review sesson in recitation before the test soyoud know exactly what is coming. The datesfor both
the midterm and the bnal are bxed at the beginning of the semester. Pleasescedule your other obligations
around these dates, because THERE WILL BE NO MAKE-UP TESTS.

30% Final. See OMdterm.O

Your letter grade will be assignedbased on the following scale:
A 93-100% B 8386% C 7376% D 60-64%

AD 90-92% BB 8082 Cb 7072 F 0-59%
B+ 8789% C+ 77-7% D+ 656%%

Attend ance pol icy. We know that you are seious students but that you are also adults who budget
time between coursework, jobs, persoral/f amily commitments, and unforeseen circumstances. Because of
this, you are not required to attend every class,and the workload and the attendance policy are designed
acoordingly. Howewer, asin any course you will do beg if you cometo class every time and on time. Arriving
late to lecture will earn you a dirty stare from the professor and the rest of the class,and it will cost you
the participation grade for that date.

What to do if you missclass . Go to the BlackBoard site by logging into NYUHome, http://home.
nyu.edu, and clicking on Academics. All the materials will be postedto the coursesite, typically later the
sameday. ItOsprobably also a good idea to make a friend in the class so that you can trade notes in case
one of you misses a lecture.

Extra cre dit. Every test will include someextra credit questions, worth up to an additi onal 5% of the
test grade. Homework assignments will occasionaly have extra credit questions. Extra credit is an equal
opportunity for everyonein the classto improve their grades, soit will not be issued to individual students
upon requeg. If you want some grade seairity, we suggest doing all the homework assgnments and not
missing class.

How to cont act us. The beg way is by email (maria.gouskova@nyu.edu, cawang@nyu.edu, amywong@
nyu.edu), or talk to usright before or right after class. Take advantage of our o! ce hours if you can, and
we would also be happy to meet you by appointmert.

Extre me circumstances. If something catastrophic happens in your life that prevents you from
cortinuing your studies for an extended period of time, you should talk to the Dean of Studerts. It is the
DeanOgob to advise you in such unfortunate circumstances if necessary the Dean will cortact all of your
professorsand TAs and ask that they make the necessry adjustments.

Special needs. If you have a diagnosel disability that requires special acoommodations bring your
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paperwork to classand talk to the instructor and to your TA.

Academic Honesty Policy. Cheating will not be tolerated and may cost you your grade and have
repercussionsin your career(for example, having a cheating record will all but negate your chances of getting
into a decent law school). The following is a non-exhaustive list of examplesof what courts ascheating in this
course (i) signing on the attendanceshed without attending the class (e.g., signing and leaving, signing for
somebody else,signing for a future class); (ii) copying the homework from another student, with or wit hout
the student@® knowledge, or collaborating on the homework with another student; (iii) copying a test from
another studert, with or without the studentOsknowledge The University policies on Acadenic Integrity
are de<ribed on p. 370 of the College of Arts and Sdence Bulletin. You will fail any homew or k
on which you have cheated. You wil fail th e cour se and be reported to the
Uni ver sity if you cheat repeated ly or if you cheat on a test.

How t o succeed in thi s course. This course requires a certain degreeof involvemen on your part
if you wish to earn more than a passng grade If you want to do well, you should:

e cometo all the classe and take notes;

e ched BlackBoard often for announcemerts;

o take advantage of redtatio nsNthe TAs are thereto answer your quegions;
e do all the reading before the day for which it is assigned

e sd asideat leasttwo or three hours eath weekto do the homework, and donOtwait to do it at the last
minute;

e not be afraid to ask your TA/p rofessr for help if you have tr ouble with an assgnmert.

The following is a schedule of topics. Changesto this schedule will be announcedin classand on BladkBoard.
Key
T Textbook
BB Download it from BlackBoard in PDF
Optional readngs appear in (parenth eses)

Week: Date | Day Topic Reading HW
1 09/05 | Tu Introduction, logistics, syllabus. | None
Plus: What is linguistics?
09/07 | Th What is linguistics? ContOd T Ch. 1 Ex. 2p. 32
(a-1 only)
5 09/12 | Tu Birds and bees(and a few T Ch. 1p.
dolphins, too): Is human 21-25,Ch. 8 p.
languagespedal? 352-351, BB
09/14 | Th Languagein the brain T Ch. 2 Ex. 8 p. 33
3 09/19 | Tu Evolution of language T. Ch. 2,BB
Attend ance taken from now
09/21 | Th Ic\)/lnorphology: word structure T Ch. 3 EX. 2 p. 64,
Ex. 2 p.
107
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Week Date | Day Topic Reading HW
4 09/26 | Tu Morphology: bits of words T Ch. 3
09/28 | Th Morphology: compounds T Ch. 3 Ex. 4 p.
108,
Ex. 6 p.
109
5 10/03 | Tu Syntax: sentence structure T Ch. 4
10/05 | Th Syntax: treesand constituents T Ch. 4 Ex. 14 p.
112,
Ex. 3p.
164(a, c, i
only)
6 10/10 | Tu English Syntax T Ch. 4
10/12 | Th Syntax: typology and universals | T Ch. 4 EX. 7 p.
165 (a, d,
0), Ex. 11
p. 166 (a, b,
c,f)
7 10/17 | Tu Semantics and Pragmatics T Ch. 5
10/19 | Th Psycholinguistics: syntacticand | T Ch. 9 pp. N
morphological processing 363-38
8 10/24 | Tu Mi dterm Exam
10/26 | Th Phonetics: consorants T Ch. 6
10/31 | Tu Phonetics: vowels T Ch. 6 Ex. 1p.
9
250
(consonarts
only), Ex. 5
p. 251 (a-i)
11/02 | Th Phonetics contOd T Ch. 6
11/07 | Tu Phonology and Morphology T Ch. 7 Ex. 3 p.
10
251,Ex. 6
p. 252
11/09 | Th Phonology and sownd invertories | T Ch. 7
11 11/14 | Tu Phonology and sound patterns T Ch. 7 Ex. on BB
11/16 | Th Phonolaogical rules T Ch. 7
11/21 | Tu How to getrid of an accent Reading TBA Ex. 13 p.
12 305
11/22 | OMondayO | OLegislatie dayO
11/23 | Th Th anksgiving Recess
13 11/28 | Tu Phonological procesing: how Reading on BB
your mind a"ects your
perception
11/30 | Th Learning a brst language Ch. 8 up top. EX. 6 p.
342 360
14 12/05 | Tu Bili ngualism and learning a Ch. 8 pp.
second language 342-38L, 356
12/07 | Th Languageand Scciety Ch. 10 Ex. 12 p.
458
15 12/12 | OTIO Languageand Gender Ch. 10
12/14 | Th Topic chosen by class, Reading TBA
att endance optional
Last Day of Class
16 12/19 | Tu 10-11:50 am: Final Exam, Room TBA




