
Phonological Analysis

Linguistics V61.0012-001

Meeting Silver 414, MW 12:30p.m.-1:45 p.m.
Teaching sta! Dr. Maria Gouskova Teaching Assistant: Jennifer Nycz
Contact information maria.gouskova@nyu.edu jennifer.nycz@nyu.edu
O" ce hours W 2:00Ð3:00p.m. and by appointment M 2:00Ð3:00p.m. and by appt.
Pronunciations [m@"™ij @gus"koUv@] ["ÌEn1f€ nis]

Description : Phonology is the study of how speech soundspattern and contrast. How do we
know that "gdin" is not a possibleEnglish word but "krin" is? What does it take to recognize
a foreign accent? How can sound systems of languagesdi!er, what do all languageshave in
common, and what are the sorts of patterns not found in any human language? To answer
thesequestions,we will focus on such conceptsas sound classes,features,phonemes,allophones,
and syllable structure, and we will look at the role these concepts play in the most common
phonologicalprocessesin the worldÕslanguages.The coursewill also include a basic intro duction
to the phonology of stress, tone, and intonation. Analytical skills will be honed by solving
phonological problems basedon data from English and many other languages.

Prerequisite : ÒSoundand LanguageÓ(V61.0011). Although this courseis an intro duction to phonology,
it is not an intro ductory course. ÒPhonologicalAnalysisÓpresupposesa certain amount of background. If
you took ÒSoundand Language,Óyou have this background. If you havenÕt,you need to catch up with the
rest of the class. You should be able to:

¥ Read and transcribe in a phonetic alphabet such as the IPA

¥ Describe in fairly preciseterms how a sound is articulated

¥ Classify soundsby their manner and place of articulation

Readings . If you registeredfor the coursewithout having taken the prerequisite, you should purchaseand
read the optional textb ook by Peter Ladefoged, A Course in Phonetics (Heinle). No coursereadings will
be assignedfrom this book. Students who have taken the prerequisites already have this book from last
semester.If you are a linguistics major, you should own this bookÑit is required reading for S&L, which is
a required coursefor you.

The required reading for this courseis:

Hayes,Bruce. Intr oductory Phonology. Will be distributed in classin xeroxed form. Additional notes and
readingswill be provided on BlackBoard, which is accessiblethrough NYUHome http://home.nyu.edu.

Worklo ad : All theoretical linguistics coursesrevolve around problem sets. You will have an assignment
due practically every week,and there will be problems to work on in class,as well. Set asideabout 6 hours
a week for work in this class(=more like a foreign languageor math classthan history or anthrop ology).

Grade Composition Grading Scale

Homework 35% A 95Ð100% BÐ 80Ð82% D+ 65Ð69%
Quizzes5% AÐ 90Ð94% C+ 77Ð79% D 60Ð64%
Midterm exam 30% B+ 87Ð89% C 73Ð76% F 0Ð59%
Final project or exam: 30% B 83Ð86% CÐ70Ð72%
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Homework : Homework assignments are postedon BlackBoard under Assignments. All homework must
be typed or word-processed.There will usually be a size limit of one side of one page. We prefer but do
not insist on double-sided,single-spaced,1" margin, 10-12pt. Sincethis courseinvolveswork with phonetic
fonts, I will conduct a brief word processingtutorial after the add/drop period. You must deliver your
homework to the TA in person, and on paper, no la ter than 12:30 p.m. of the day it is due
(seeLate and missedwork below). Electronic submissionswill not be accepted. The two lowest homework
gradeswill be dropped.

Quizzes : These will be infrequent and announcedat least a week in advance. Quizzesare intended to
test your understanding of terminology, phonological representations and the format of rule writing, and so
on. Quizzescannot be made up, no matter what your reasonis for missing class.

Tests : There are two tests: a midterm and a Þnal. Both of the tests will consist of phonology problems
similar to the homework onesand perhaps a few short answer questions. There will be a detailed review
sessionbefore each exam, so you will know what types of questions and problems to expect. The Þnal
exam will be as non-cumulativ e as the subject matter of the coursepermits. The Þnal test date is Þxed for
Wednesday, May 3, 12:00 p.m. Make-up tests cannot be scheduled to accommodate travel plans. Please
make your travel arrangements around the university schedule, not the other way around.

Final Pr oject : If you achievean averageof 90%or aboveafter the midterm, you may do an original Þnal
project instead of taking the Þnal. The project is described in a handout on BlackBoard>CourseDocuments.

Late and missed work : If you miss a class, you should check BlackBoard for announcements and
homework assignments. You should also Þnd a friend or two in the classand get classnotes from her/him.
Late work will not be acceptedand cannot be madeup regardlessof the reasonfor lateness.You never have
to ask for permission to turn work in early. The two lowest gradesfor the homework will be dropped.

Attend ance and par ticip ation : Attendance is not graded. Obviously, though, the nature of the work
in this courseis such that it is in your interest to attend.

Cont acting us: The best way is by e-mail, maria.gouskova@nyu.edu and jennifer.nycz@nyu.edu.
You do not needto make an appointment to meet us during o"ce hours, but otherwise talk to one of us in
classor e-mail us to set up a time for an appointment. We are more than happy to meet with you.

Special needs: If you havea documented disabilit y that requiresspecialaccommodations, let us knowÑ
and bring your paperwork.

Extrem e cir cumst ances . If something catastrophic happens in your lif e that prevents you from
continuing your studies for an extended period of time, you should talk to the Dean of Students. It is the
DeanÕsjob to advise you in such unfortunate circumstances;if necessary, the Dean will contact all of your
professorsand TAs and ask that they make the necessaryadjustments.

Academic Honesty . You are to work independently unlessinstructed to work in groups. This specif-
ically meansthat you cannot collaborate on homework, tests, or quizzes. If you have a question about an
assignment, ask the professoror the TAÑnot another student. You will fail a test or homework on which
you have cheated. You will fail the courseif you are repeatedly dishonest.

The following schedule will almost deÞnitely be revised. Updates will be posted on BlackBoard. The
readingsmust be done by the day on which they are listed (for example, read ch. 1 before coming to class
on January 23).

Week Date Day Topic Reading Due
1 01/18 W Intro duction, Syllabus. Phonetics re-

view
2 01/23 M Phonetics review contÕd HayesCh. 1

01/25 W Contrasts and phonemes HayesCh. 2 Homework 1
(this one may
be handwritten
neatly )

3 01/30 M PhonemescontÕd:rules
Word Processingtutorial (bring your
laptop if you have one!)
Add/Dr op ends

HayesCh. 3
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Week Date Day Topic Reading Due
02/01 W Sound classesand features

Quiz 1: trans cription and IP A
HayesCh. 4 Homework 2

(All homework
from now on
must be typed)

4 02/06 M Featuresin rules and contrast systems HayesCh. 4
02/08 W Writing rules HayesCh. 4 Homework 3

5 02/13 M Morphology and phonology
Quiz 2: features and rules

HayesCh. 5

02/15 W Morphology contÕd HayesCh. 5 Homework 4
6 02/20 M PresidentÕsdayÑno class

02/22 W Phonological processesI HayesCh. 6
7 02/27 M Phonological processesI I HayesCh. 7 Homework 5

03/01 W Determining underlying representa-
tions

HayesCh. 8

8 03/06 M Underlying representations contÕd
Review for midterm

HayesCh. 8 Homework 6

03/08 W Midterm Exam
9 03/13 M Spring Break

03/15 W
10 03/20 M Partially productive rules

Final project eligibility posted on BB
HayesCh. 9

03/22 W Domain-sensitive rules: morphologi-
cal factors that a!ect rule application

HayesCh. 10 Homework 7

11 03/27 M Long-distance processes: vowel har-
mony

Reading on Black-
Board

03/29 W Long-distance processes: consonant
harmony

Reading on Black-
Board

Homework 8

12 04/03 M Dissimilation... local and long-
distance

Reading on Black-
Board

Notify professor
if you plan to do
a project

04/05 W Syllable structure
Quiz 3: autos egmen tal rules

HayesCh. 13 Homework 9

13 04/10 M Syllable structure contÕd HayesCh. 13
04/12 W Stress HayesCh. 14 One-page

project de-
scription due

14 04/17 M Stressand syllabiÞcation contÕd HayesCh. 15 Homework 10
04/19 W Tone and intonation HayesCh. 16

15 04/24 M Learning a Þrst and a secondlanguage No reading Homework 11
04/26 W Changing dialects? (lecture by Jen

Nycz)
Reading TBA

16 05/01 M Review for Þnal
05/03 W Final Exam 12:00-1:50 p.m.;

Ro om TBA
Final project
due at 11:30
p.m.
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