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THE ASSEMBLY
STATE OF NEW YORK

ALBANY
RICHARD C.ROSS
e e e April 2, 1974
MOURT YERNON, NEW YORK {OB80
(Di4 ]| 69 -S800
|
Executive Chambers
Albany, New Yor’: 12224
Re: A-8667-2

Dear Mr. vhiteman:

This will acknowledge receipt of your request for my caments and recamendations
concerning my abovenumbered bill now before the Governor for executive
action.

Currently, the law prohibits the possession of a billy, blackjack, bludgeon,
metal knuck}:es, sandbag, sandcl\b or slurgamt. Any person v.ho has in

andisguiltyofaclassnfelmyifhehasmevimslybeenoawicted
of any crime. The law does not specifically prohibit the possession of a
device}cmnasa"dmkastick"whidxinthepastfewwarshasbem
appearing throughout cammmities within the State. The chuka stick
isaninstrumtthatmybemrdmsedoreasilyasseﬂaledfmm
piec&sofmodandapieoeofﬂnxg,ooxdordmin. With a minimmm
amount of practice,thisinstrmantmaybeeffectivelyusedasagarmte,
bludgeon, thrusting or striking device. The chuka stick is designed
pa‘imarilyasaweapmaxﬁhasmpurposeomerthmtomaimor,inm
instances, kill. Unfortunately, there has been disagreement among
proseqmorsastothecrimjnalliabilityattendantbotheposmim

of the chuka stick. The proposed legislation to control the possession
axxiuse,asweuasthemanufacuneanitransportofd‘mkasticksmﬂd
insure uniformity of prosecution which currently varies from county to
county within the state of New York.
mesaidbillwasauerdsdtocmfombotheneedamﬂdarmﬂsofvarious
municipalities and aorganizations seeking to include chuka sticks within
the definition of dangerous weapons. It has the support of the city

of New York and all police associations throughout the state.

Favorable action by the Governor is respectfully requested.

Very truly yours,
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nichard C. Ross
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? May 7, 1974

Honorable Michael Whiteman
Counsel to the Governor
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, New York 12224

Re: Assembly No, &667 _
AN ACT to amend the penal law, in relation

to chuka sticks

Dear Mr, Whiteman:

This is in reply to your request for comment and recom-
mendation concerning the above legislation,

APPROVAL IS RECOMMENDED, This oftice has taken the
position that chuka sticks are not presently per se weapons under
§265, 05 of the Penal Lav, Assembly Bill No, 8667 would place

~huka sticks in the category of per se weapons,

Chuka sticks are appropriately placed in that category because
there is no known use for chuka sticks other than as a weapon.
Secondly, the weapon can easily oe lethal,

Sincerely,
N . .
Uiond S Yovgo~

Dacdd T, We cgan
F. st " . istam oinwrict Attorney
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Tar DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF DuTcHESS COUNTY
COURTHOUSE
PouGHEEEPSIE, N. Y. 12601
(014) 485 -0880

ALBERT M. ROSENBLATT
TIBIRICT ATTQORNEY

April 1, 1974

Hon. Michael Whiteman
Executive Chamber
State Capitol

Albany, New York 12224

Gentlemen:

I have been asked by the Bar Association to
comment on Assembly 8667-XK, a F11l wWhlon aMénds Penal
Law Section 265.00 to define a "chuka stick". It
appears that weapons of this kind are used in the
same criminal manner and with a frequency that now
approximates other per se contraband weapons set forth
in Subdivision 3 of Penal Law Section 265.05. There
is no conceivable innocent used for this device and,
accordingly, there can be no possible invasion of
anyone's right to use it innocently. For that reason
I feel that the legislation is salutary and recommend
its approval.

Very truly yours,

ALBERT M. ROSENBLATT
District Attorney
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THE CiTYy oF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYQR
NeEw YORK, N.Y. 10007

March 28, 1974
AMIB667-A - by Mr. Ross, et al

AN ACT To amend the penal law, in relation
to chuka sticks

APPROVAL RECOMMENDED

Honorable Malcolm Wilson
Governor of the State of New York
Albany, Ne. York

WR 2% ey

Dear Governor Wilson:
The above bill is before you for exscutive action.

Ahis bill would smend the Penal Law to include chuka sticks
among these specific weapons which are prohibited for any person to pos-
sess, manufacture or transport.

Currently, the law prohibits the possession of a billy, black-
jack, bludgeon, metal knuckles, sandbag, sandclub or slingshot. Posses-
sion of one of these devices is a class A misdemeancr or & class D felony
if the defendant had previously been convicted of any crims. However,.
the law does not specifically prohibit the possession of a device known
as a "chuka stick® which in the past My-ushaumnwingthrough-
out communities within the Stste. This instrument may be purchased or
easily asserbled from two pieces of wood and 2 piece of thong, cord or
chain. With a minimum amount of practice it may be effectively used as 2
garrote, bludgeon, thrusting or striking device. The chuka stick is
designed primaxily as a weapon and has no purpose other than to maim or,
in some instances, kill. :

uUnfortunately, there has been disagreement among prosecutors

as 'to the criminal liability attendant to the possession of the chuka
stick. This bill to control the possession and use, as waell as the




Honorable Malcolm Wilson
March 28, 1974
Page 2

manufacture and transport of chuka sticks would insure uniformity of
prosecution which currently varies from county to county within the State

of New York.

This bill is part of the 1974 legislative program of the City
of New York and I urge that you approve it. i

Very truly yours,

ABRAHAM D. BEAME, Mayor

W R and

islativd] Representative
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April 1, 1974

Honorable Michael Whiteman
Executive Chawber

State Capitol
"Albany, New York 12224

Re: 866T7-A

Dear Mr., Whiteman:

The District Attorneys Association of the State

of New York ap
a "chuka stic
misdemeanor or,

felony.

roves of the above bili, which defines
and makes possession of one & class A
in certain circumstances, a class D

As a result of the recent popularity of "Kung
Fu" movies and shows, various circles of the state's
youth are using such weapons. The chuka stick can
kill, and is rightly added to the 1ist of weapons
prohibited by section 265,00 of the Penal Law.

BAM:pag

Yours truly,

/8 , MM%OSCW

S ed

B. Anthony Morosco
Legislative Secretary
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