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e Introduction

e Part One - Overview
® kanji, hiragana, katakana
® grammar
e vocabulary

e Part Two - Model Lesson: Introductions
e making introductions
® names and titles
e cultural notes

e Part Three - Further Study
e time frame and expectations
e recommended books and media

® Questions and Answers

Supplementary lessons (subject to change; convention newsletter holds official schedule):
Saturday, 9:00PM - likes/dislikes

Sunday, 10:00AM - numbers, times and common verbs

Sunday, 2:30PM - colors and sizes, orders and requests
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Lesson One - Introductions

A: Watashi wa Buraun desu. Doozo yoroshiku.
B: Tookyoo Daigaku no Nakamura desu. Yoroshiku onegai shimasu.
A: Nihongo o benkyoo shite imasu. Nakamura-san wa?

B: Koogaku desu.

Grammar point: "desu" - to be
e Watashi wa Buraun desu. - | am Mt Brown.
e Kore wa enpitsu desu. - This is a pencil.
e Kore wa nan desu ka. - What is that?
e Sore wa yukata desu. - That is a yukata.
Grammar point: "no" - possessive marker
e Tookyoo Daigaku no Nakamura desu. - | am Nakamura of Tokyo University.
e Watashi no hon desu. - (This is) my book.
e Sumisu-sensei no kurasu desu. - (This is) Professor Smith's class.

Language point: omitted words
® Nihongo o benkyoo shite imasu. Nakamura-san wa nan-destka.

- | am studying Japanese. (How about) Mr. Nakamura?
e Koogaku desu. - It's engineering. (| am studying engineering.)
® Sere-wa yukata desu. - (That is) a yukata.

Language and cultural notes

e |tis inappropriate to use titles when talking about oneself. Only when referring to others does
a speaker use "san" or "sensei."

e Itis acceptable to leave out words that are understood and not necessary, especially in a
casual conversation between equals. It may not be appropriate when speaking to superiors
such as teachers or bosses, however.

e There is a word for "you" (anata), but it is used casually and rarely. It may seem odd, but get
used to using a person's name even when you are speaking to them. When addressing Mr.
Nakamura, you may and should ask "What does Mr. Nakamura think?"

e English has multiple linking verbs (is, am, are, be), though Japanese has one coupler, or
copula (desu). Verbs do not change because of number or person. "l am a student," "He is a
student" and "They are students" all translate to "Gakusei desu."

Vocabulary / expressions
® Doozo yoroshiku. - It's nice to meet you.
® Yoroshiku onegai shimasu. - It's nice to meet you.
e yukata - kimono, worn in summer

After that...
e Donna anime ga suki desu ka. - What kind of anime do you like?
Naruto ga suki desu. - | like Naruto.
Wan-piisu ga suki desu ka. - Do you like One Piece?
Hai, suki desu. - Yes, | like it.
Amari suki de wa arimasen. - | don't like it very much.



